
  

                                 

 

Order of Worship July 27, 2025 
 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

 Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is 
right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us 
the path of life. Amen 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God's children through faith. In the cross of Christ, and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new 
creation.  Amen 

 
 

Opening Hymn          Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                            ELW 533 
 

Greeting 
 

From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all. And also with 
you. 
 

Kyrie 
 

 In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 
  let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
  Lord have mercy. 
 Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen 
 

Glory to God 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father: we worship you and we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:  
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One; you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Day 
           

Let us pray together. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we 
are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your 
abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good 
things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 [Sit] 
 

Youth Message                                          "Forgive Us Our Debts…" 
 
 

First Lesson Genesis 18:20-32 
 

20Then the LORD said, "How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 
21I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if 
not, I will know." 

22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the 
LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?" 
24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty 
righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the 
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" 26And the 
LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake." 27Abraham 
answered, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the LORD, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the 
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?" And he said, "I will not destroy it if I find 
forty-five there." 29Again he spoke to him, "Suppose forty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of forty I 
will not do it." 30Then he said, "Oh do not let the LORD be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there." He 
answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." 31He said, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the LORD. 
Suppose twenty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it." 32Then he said, "Oh do 
not let the LORD be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there." He answered, "For the sake of 
ten I will not destroy it." 

 

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  Psalm 138 

 (Congregation speaks together.) 
 

1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
 for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
 when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 



  

7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
 your right hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your purpose for me; 
 O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; 
 do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 

Second Lesson                    Colossians 2:6-15 
 

6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built 
up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
 8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole 
fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 
11In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the 
circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in 
the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record 
that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 
 

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia Verse              [Stand] 
 

 Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Holy Gospel         
 

       The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord 

                                                 

Luke 11:1-13 

 

1Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his disciples." 2He said to them, "When you pray, say: 
 Father, hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come. 
  3Give us each day our daily bread. 
  4And forgive us our sins, 
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
  And do not bring us to the time of trial." 
5And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend 
me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' 7And he answers 
from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get 
up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 
at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 
 9So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened 
for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the 
door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 
fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

 

Response: The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to You, O Christ               [Sit] 



  

Sermon                                                            "The Perfect Prayer"     
                  [Stand] 

Hymn of the Day                                The Lord’s Prayer          (Separate sheet)   

                                                                                                                                                                                Malotte 

Apostles’ Creed   
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
   right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayers  
 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the 
needs of the world. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

 [After each petition, the congregation responds with: Hear our prayer.] 
 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 

The Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
    (The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”) 
 
 

Offering [Sit] 

Offertory     [Stand] 
 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be filled with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
 Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.  
 

 



  

Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray together. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the 
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that 
we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and salutary . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface  
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their  
unending hymn.  
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

Words of Institution 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

 
 

Lamb of God 
 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.             [Sit] 

 
 

Communion  
All are welcome at the Lord's table. 

We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord. 
 

Communion Hymns                              For the Bread Which You Have Broken   ELW 494 

     Precious Lord, Take My Hand    ELW 773 
     My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less   ELW 596 
 
 



  

Post-Communion Canticle                  [Stand] 
 

 Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done. 
 Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
 He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy 
 With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray together. Loving Lord, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in 
Jesus' name. Amen 
 

Hymn                                                O Living Bread from Heaven                                             ELW 542 
 

Benediction 
 

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of 
the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen 
 

“The Peace of God” 
 

Whatsoever things are honest,  
  whatsoever things are true, 
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely, 
  think on these things. 
Whatsoever things are wholesome, 
  whatsoever things are good, 
If there be any virtue, be any praise, 
  think on these things. 
And the peace of God  
  that passes all understanding 
Shall keep your hearts,  
  shall keep your minds  
  on Jesus Christ. 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
 

“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!” 
 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   
 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the NRSV Bible, 
copyright 1989 Div. of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress; and Lutheran  
Book of Worship ©1978 admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB161193. 

Hymns streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-730066. All rights reserved.  
“The Peace of God” words adapted from Philippians 4:7-8 and music by Douglas E. Wagner; © 1983, Harold Flammer Music, a Division of Shawnee 

Press, Inc.; used by permission of CCLI Streaming License #2735566 
 



  

Today's Heavenly Helpers  
 

 * Assisting Minister   8:15 service Carol Townsend 
   10:45 service  Ellen Hancock 
 * Church Pianist Sandy Hunter 
 * Choir Director Matt Newton 
 * Lector   8:15 service Sue Marler 
  10:45 service John Hanson 
 * Greeters 10:45 service Jim & Ann Berman 
 * Ushers  10:45 service Rudy & Judy Kruger 
     * Communion Asst.   10:45 service John Hanson 
 * Counters  Mary Leyden & Sylvia Negri 
   

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 100 
 
 

Prayer List 

 

 In addition to those named during worship today, a full prayer list is available in the anchor. 
 
 
 

 Calendar of Events for This Week 
 

  Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM 
  Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant 
    - Ladies Bible Study, 12:15 
  Wednesday - Food Pantry, 10 AM-12:30 PM 
    - Choir rehearsal, 6 PM 
  Thursday  - Quilters, 10 AM 
    - Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM 
 
 
 

  

Next Week’s Scripture Readings Are... 
 

Old Testament – Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
Psalm – Psalm 49:1-12 
Epistle – Colossians 3:1-11 
Gospel – Luke 12:13-21 
 
Mid-Week Altar Guild – Doris Goplin 

Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are… 
 

  8:15 Lector – Carole English 
10:45 Lector – Karen Baker 
 Greeters – Jack O’Donovan & LeRoy Polk 
 Ushers – Steven & Amy Freese 
 Communion Asst. – Karen Baker 
Counters – Eileen Ashley & Mike Hoover 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

Shoes for Orphan Souls 
 

 We are wrapping up our annual shoe collection. Our Hope collection ends today, but a box will be 
available outside between the front doors throughout the month of August for community donations. Thank 
you to everyone who has helped make this another successful year for this ministry. So far we have received 
261 pairs of shoes and 358 pairs of socks that will be sent to needy children in the US and around the world. 
 

La Buena Fe Café 
 

 As we have done in many years past, we will be holding a fund-raising lunch and bake sale to help 
support the medical ministry in Honduras that the Benos have been part of for so long. The event will be 
Saturday, August 16th, from 11 AM to 3 PM. 

 
Ladies Luncheon September 14 

 

 Looking further ahead – our next Ladies Luncheon is scheduled for Saturday, September 14th at 11:30 
AM. Put the date on your calendars, ladies, and watch for further details as they are available in the next 
anchor, and bulletins closer to time. Plan to join us and bring your friends! 
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