HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Anchored in His Word
22" after Pentecost

Order of Worship November 9, 2025

Words of Welcome

Prelude

Order of Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy
complete. Amen

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We are overwhelmed by the world's violence and suffering. We
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. For any harm we
have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has
made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus
Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God's work in the world. Amen

Opening Hymn What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 665

Greeting

From the one who is and who was and who is to come, and from Jesus Christ, the first fruits of
the resurrection, grace and peace be with you all. And also with you.

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen

Glory to God

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father: we worship you and we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.




Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One; you alone are the Lord;

you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong,
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen
[Sit]
Youth Message "Life from Death"
Choral Anthem Salute to the Armed Forces arr. Kirkland
The Luther Singers
First Reading Job 19:23-27a

23"0 that my words were written down!
O that they were inscribed in a book!
240 that with an iron pen and with lead
they were engraved on a rock forever!
ZFor | know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
%and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
then in my flesh | shall see God,
whom | shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another."

27a

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 17:1-9
(Congregation speaks together.)

IHear a just cause, O LORD; give heed to my cry;
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
2Let my vindication come forth from your presence;
let your eyes be fixed on justice.
3Examine my heart, visit me by night,
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
%l have not regarded what others do;
at the word of your lips | have avoided the ways of the violent.
My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path;
and my feet do not slip.
8] call upon you, O God, for you will answer me;
incline your ear to me and hear my words.
’Show me your marvelous lovingkindness,



O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise against them.
8Keep me as the apple of your eye;
hide me under the shadow of your wings,
from the wicked who assault me,
from my deadly enemies who surround me.

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, brothers
and sisters, 2not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us
to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come
unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. *He opposes and
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God,
declaring himself to be God. °Do you not remember that | told you these things when | was still with you? *But we
must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the
first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. *For this purpose he
called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1550 then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word
of mouth or by our letter.

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us
eternal comfort and good hope, Ycomfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse [Stand]

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia!

Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord

Lg Luke 20:27-38

2’Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus 2®and asked him a question,
"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the
widow and raise up children for his brother. 2Now there were seven brothers; the first married and died childless;
30then the second 3'and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 3Finally the woman
also died. 33In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her."

34Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; ¥*but those who are
considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in
marriage. ¥Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of
the resurrection. 3’And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where
he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 3¥Now he is God not of the
dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive."

Response: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ
[Sit]

Sermon "The Opportunity of a Lifetime!"
[Stand]



Hymn of the Day Neither Death nor Life ELW 622

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.

[After each petition, the congregation responds with: Receive our prayer.]

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord
Amen

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”)

Offering [sit]
Offertory [Stand]

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be filled with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray together. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, blessed are you, Maker of all things.
As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with
this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending
hymn.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. [Sit]

Communion
All are welcome at the Lord's table.
We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord.

Communion Hymns We Walk by Faith ELW 635
God Bless Our Native Land ELW 891
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing ELW 545
Post-Communion Canticle [Stand]

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done.
Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!



Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray together. Faithful God, We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us
with the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the
world and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Hymn Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand ELW 441

Benediction

The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in Jesus,
and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, + bless you now and forever. Amen

“The Peace of God”

Whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are true,
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely,
think on these things.
Whatsoever things are wholesome,
whatsoever things are good,
If there be any virtue, be any praise,
think on these things.
And the peace of God
that passes all understanding
Shall keep your hearts,
shall keep your minds
on Jesus Christ.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!”
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Today's Heavenly Helpers

* Assisting Minister  8:15 service Carol Townsend

10:45 service John Hanson
* Church Pianist Sandy Hunter
* Choir Director Matt Newton
* Acolyte Avery Engels
* Lector 8:15 service Charlie Brown

10:45 service Rena Ashworth
* Greeters 10:45 service Art & Wanda Dodge
* Ushers 10:45 service Jeannine Sieck & Janice Weber
* Communion Assistant 10:45 service Steven Freese
* Counters Barbara Mefford & Sylvia Negri

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 114

Prayer List

In addition to those named during worship today, a full prayer list is available in the anchor.

Calendar of Events for This Week

Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM
Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant
- Apple Country Quilt Guild (2™ & 4™) 10:30 AM
- Ladies Bible Study, 12:15
Wednesday - Food Pantry, 10 AM-12:30 PM
- Choir rehearsal, 6 PM
Thursday - Quilters, 10 AM
- Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM

Next Week's Scripture Readings Are... Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are...

First Reading — Malachi 4:1-2a 8:15  Lector - John Kilpatrick

Psalm — Psalm 98 10:45 Lector -Judy Kruger

Second Reading — 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Greeters — Fred & Sandi St. John
Gospel — Luke 21:5-19 Ushers — Barbara Fail & Jack O’donovan

Communion Asst — Judy Kruger
Mid-Week Altar Guild — Doris Goplin Counters — Steven Freese & Mary Leden




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thanksgiving Dinner

Our traditional Thanksgiving Dinner will be held following the one service at 10 AM on November
23", The church will provide the turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans and rolls. The
congregation is asked to bring favorite casseroles and side dishes, salads, and desserts. It will be a feast!
A freewill offering will be taken up to help with our youth camp scholarship fund.

Hope Lutheran Church

Ministering in His Mountains

3295 Old Hwy 5 South

Ellijay, GA 30540

Telephone: 706.636.4673 (HOPE)
Email: hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com
Web site: www.hopeonthehill.church

Pastor: Rev. David Smedley
Ministers: The People of Hope Church

"Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming,
praising, equipping and sending"



