HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Anchored in His Word
7'" Sunday after Pentecost

Order of Worship July 12, 2026
Words of Welcome

Prelude

Order of Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to generation. Amen

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you and offended one another. We are
worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love you above all else. We store up
treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live
in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving us all
our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. Claim the gift of God's mercy: you are freed and
forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Amen

Opening Hymn Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ELW 533

Greeting

Kyrie

From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you.

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen

This is the Feast

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:




Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

[sit]

Youth Message “The Sower and the Seed"

Musical Offering "Just a Little Talk with Jesus" Cleavant Derricks
Summer Choir

First Lesson Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, !so
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish
that which | purpose, and succeed in the thing for which | sent it. *2For you shall go out in joy, and be led
back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands. BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up
the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 65:1, 9-13
(Congregation speaks together.)

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;

to you shall vows be fulfilled.
%You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is full of water.

You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
1You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;

with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
1You crown the year with your goodness,

and your paths overflow with plenty.
2May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,

and the hills be clothed with joy.
BMay the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;

let them shout for joy and sing.

Second Lesson Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those who live according to the



flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. “For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's
law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. °But you are not in the flesh;
you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. °But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. !If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Alleluia Verse [Stand]

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia!

Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord

L‘@ Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
T

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. *Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. *And he
told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A Sower went out to sow. *And as he sowed, some
seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. >Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ®But when the
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. ’Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!"

18"Hear then the parable of the Sower. ®*When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path. 2°As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; 2!yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 2*As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 2But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty."

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ
[Sit]

Sermon "The Seasons of a Life"
[Stand]

Hymn of the Day Almighty God, Your Word is Cast ELW 516

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those
in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

[After each petition, the congregation responds with: Your mercy is great.]

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”)

Offering [sit]
Offertory [Stand]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray together. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending
hymn.



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

[Sit]
Communion
All are welcome at the Lord's table.
We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord.
Communion Hymns We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479
We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW 681
How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds ELW 620
Post-Communion Canticle [Stand]

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done.
Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray together. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at
your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Hymn For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679



Benediction

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant
you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen

“The Peace of God”

Whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are true,
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely,
think on these things.
Whatsoever things are wholesome,
whatsoever things are good,
If there be any virtue, be any praise,
think on these things.
And the peace of God
that passes all understanding
Shall keep your hearts,
shall keep your minds
on Jesus Christ.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!”
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Today's Heavenly Helpers

* Assisting Minister  8:15 service Carol Townsend

10:45 service John Hanson
* Director of Music Sandy Hunter
* Lector 8:15 service Jan Austin

10:45 service John Hiscox
* Greeters 10:45 service Jim & Ann Berman
* Ushers 10:45 service Janice Weber & Jeannine Sieck
* Communion Asst. 10:45 service John Hiscox
* Counters Karen Baker & Mary Leyden

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 110



Calendar of Events for This Week

Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM

Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant
- Apple Country Quilt Guild, 10:30 AM
- Ladies Bible Study, 12:15 PM

Wednesday - Food Pantry, 8 AM-1 PM

Thursday - Quilters, 10 AM
- Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM

Sunday - Combined Worship at 10 AM
Next Week’s Scripture Readings Are... Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are...
First Reading — Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm — Psalm 86:11-17 10:00 Lector —Judy Kruger
Second Reading — Romans 8:12-25 Greeters — Maureen & Ted Grener
Gospel — Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Ushers — Amy & Steven Freese

Communion Asst. — Judy Kruger
Mid-Week Altar Guild — Ann Buehler 7/19 Counters —Sylvia Negri & Steven Freese
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ladies Gathering

The next Ladies Gathering will be August 8" at 11:30 in Founders Hall. More details to come.

Combined Worship on July 19t

Next Sunday, July 19", Bishop Kevin Strickland of the ELCA-Southeastern Synod will be coming to

preach and meet with our Congregation Council after our worship. We will have combined worship at 10
AM that morning. There will be no Sunday School.

Hope Lutheran Church

Ministering in His Mountains

3295 Old Hwy 5 South

Ellijay, GA 30540

Telephone: 706.636.4673 (HOPE)
Email: hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com
Web site: www.hopeonthehill.church

Pastor: Rev. David Smedley
Ministers: The People of Hope Church

"Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming,
praising, equipping and sending"



