HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Anchored in His Word
6'" Sunday of Easter/Mother’s Day

Order of Worship May 10, 2026
Words of Welcome
Prelude

Order of Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

People of God: Christ is alive, and death has lost its power. Through the waters of baptism you
have been born anew by the living word of God. Know that your sins are forgiven in + Jesus'
name and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you both now and forever. Amen

Opening Hymn Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840

Greeting

The grace of Jesus Christ, the mercy of the Holy One, and the Spirit of the living God be with you
all. And also with you.

Kyrie

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen

This is the Feast

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.




This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

[Sit]
Youth Message "The Comforter"
Choral Anthem All Who Believe Jordan/Larson
The Luther Singers
First Reading Acts 17:22-31

22paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, | see how extremely religious you are in every
way. ZFor as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an
altar with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you.
%The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, #nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mortals life and breath and all things. °From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, ?’so that they would
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 2%For 'In
him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we too are his offspring.’
2Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed
by the art and imagination of mortals. 3®While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, 3'because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead."

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 66:8-20
(Congregation speaks together.)

8Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.
%0ur God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
1You brought us into the net;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
12you let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
131 will enter your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows—



14those that | promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.
151 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.
16Come and listen, all you who believe,
and | will tell you what God has done for me.
7] called out to God with my mouth,
and praised the Lord with my tongue.
181f | had cherished evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
put in truth God has heard me
and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
20gjessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22

BWho will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? **But even if you do suffer for doing what is right,
you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, °but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;
yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who
abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. YFor it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. ¥For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
spirit, °%in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2°who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were saved through water. 2!And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 2?who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse [Stand]

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia!

Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord

L_Lg John 14:15-21
T

[Jesus said to the disciples:] **"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. *®And | will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in
you. 8 will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. *°In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you
will see me; because | live, you also will live. 2°0On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and |
in you. 2'They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them."

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ



[Sit]

Sermon "Ain’t Nuthin’ We Can’t Handle Together!"
[Stand]
Hymn of the Day Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW 392

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
A brief silence.

[After each petition, the congregation responds with: Your mercy is great.]

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ's resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and
eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”)

Offering [sit]
Offertory [Stand]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen



Offertory Prayer

Let us pray together. Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for
these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring
of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right and salutary . .. (Here the minister continues with the preface
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their
unending hymn.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

[Sit]
Communion
All are welcome at the Lord's table.
We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord.
Communion Hymns Bread of Life from Heaven ELW 474
For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879

| Know that My Redeemer Lives ELW 619



Post-Communion Canticle [Stand]

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done.
Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray together. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your
word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your
love and serve the world in Jesus' name. Amen

Hymn Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543

Benediction

The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you in
love. Amen

“The Peace of God”

Whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are true,
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely,
think on these things.
Whatsoever things are wholesome,
whatsoever things are good,
If there be any virtue, be any praise,
think on these things.
And the peace of God
that passes all understanding
Shall keep your hearts,
shall keep your minds
on Jesus Christ.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!”
k k% %k ok ok ok ok ok
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Today's Heavenly Helpers

* Assisting Minister  8:15 service Carol Townsend

10:45 service John Hanson
* Director of Music Sandy Hunter
* Lector 8:15 service Jan Austin

10:45 service Janet Smedley
* Greeters 10:45 service Maureen & Ted Grener
* Ushers 10:45 service Mike Hoover & Jack O’Donovan
* Communion Assistant 10:45 service Janet Smedley
* Counters Karie Rench & Mike Hoover

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 117

Calendar of Events for This Week

Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM
Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant
- Ladies Bible Study, 12:15
- Apple Country Quilt Guild (2" Tuesday)
Wednesday - Food Pantry, 8 AM-1 PM
- Choir rehearsal, 6 PM
Thursday - Quilters, 10 AM
- Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM

Next Week's Scripture Readings Are... Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are...

First Reading — Acts 1:1-11 8:15  Lector - Ann Buehler

Psalm — Psalm 47 10:45 Lector - Aaron Engles

Second Reading — Ephesians 1:15-23 Greeters — Kathy & Joe Orlando

Gospel — Luke 24:44-53 Ushers — June & Leon Edgemon

Communion Asst — Aaron Engles

Mid-Week Altar Guild — Doris Goplin 5/17 Counters — Mary Leyden & Steven Freese

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Happy Mother's Day!

Warm wishes of love and appreciation go out to all the women of Hope today on this Mother’s
Day! A fresh carnation is waiting for you at the door!

Blessing of the Bikes

Our spring Blessing of the Bikes will take place on Saturday, May 23Rf°, We'll serve breakfast at
9:30 AM and the Blessing of the Bikes will follow in the parking lot. We look forward to greeting our
motorcycle friends from around the area for this traditional event.
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