
  

 

                    

Order of Worship      March 22, 2026 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with 
the gift of grace. Amen 

 

 Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God's mercy. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your 
holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your 
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life.  Amen 

 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive 
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ's name, 
and revives you in the Spirit's power. Amen 

 
 

Opening Hymn                                       As We Gather at Your Table                               ELW 522  
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
 

 In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 
  let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
  Lord have mercy. 
 Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen 
 

Glory to God 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father: we worship you and we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:  
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
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You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One; you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
           

Let us pray together. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ 
and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

[Sit] 
 

Youth Message                             "Lazarus, Come Out!" 
 
 

Choral Anthem                                            The Love He Gave                          J. Althouse 

              The Luther Singers 

First Lesson  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down 

in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. 3He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 4Then 
he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the LORD." 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to 
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 
act, says the LORD." 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  Psalm 130 

 (Congregation speaks together.) 
 

1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
 O LORD, who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
 in order that you may be feared. 
5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
 in your word is my hope. 



  

6My soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
 more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
 with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
  

Second Lesson              Romans 8:6-11 

 
 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 
that dwells in you. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
      [Stand] 

Return to the Lord 
 

 Return to the Lord our God for he is gracious and merciful, 
 Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Holy Gospel         

 

       The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord 

                                                 

John 11:1-45 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does 
not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 5Accordingly, 
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8The disciples 
said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" 9Jesus answered, 
"Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light 
of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." 11After saying this, he told 
them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 12The disciples said to him, "Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought 
that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother 
will rise again." 24Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25Jesus said 
to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 28When she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you."  



  

29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died." 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, 
come and see." 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 38Then Jesus, again greatly 
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, "Take away the stone." 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days." 40Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me." 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him 
go." 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to You, O Christ  
[Sit] 

Sermon                                                                "Lazarus is Dead!"     
                  [Stand] 

Hymn of the Day                          Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                         ELW 886 
 

Prayers  

Sustained by God's abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

 [After each petition, the congregation responds with: Receive our prayer.] 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 

 

The Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
    (The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”) 
 

Offering 
Offertory   
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen  
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray together. God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in 
faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as 
you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



  

 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface 
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn.  
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

 

Lamb of God 
 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

[Sit] 

Communion  
All are welcome at the Lord's table. 

We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord. 
 

Communion Hymns                              What Wondrous Love is This    ELW 666 

     Christ, the Life of All the Living    ELW 339 
     In Christ Called to Baptize    ELW 575 
 

Post-Communion Canticle             
 

 Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. 
 Mine own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
 A light to reveal to you the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray together. Holy God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the 
eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and 
touch the world with your love.  Amen 
 
 



  

Closing Hymn                                  Praise and Thanks and Adoration                 ELW 783 

 
 

Benediction 
 

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless 
you in this Lenten journey. Amen 
 

“The Peace of God” 
 

Whatsoever things are honest,  
  whatsoever things are true, 
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely, 
  think on these things. 
Whatsoever things are wholesome, 
  whatsoever things are good, 
If there be any virtue, be any praise, 
  think on these things. 
And the peace of God  
  that passes all understanding 
Shall keep your hearts,  
  shall keep your minds  
  on Jesus Christ. 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Postlude 

 

“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!” 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   
 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the NRSV Bible, 
copyright 1989 Div. of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress; and Lutheran  
Book of Worship ©1978 admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB161193. 

Hymns streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-730066. All rights reserved.   "The Love He Gave" by Jay Althouse, ©2003 Hop Publishing Company; “The 
Peace of God” words adapted from Philippians 4:7-8 and music by Douglas E. Wagner; © 1983, Harold Flammer Music, a Division of Shawnee Press, 

Inc.; used by permission of CCLI Streaming License #2735566 
 

Today's Heavenly Helpers  
 

 * Assisting Minister   8:15 service Carol Townsend 
   10:45 service  John Hanson 
 * Director of Music Sandy Hunter 
 * Lector 8:15 service Charlie Brown 
  10:45 service Judy Kruger 
 * Greeters 10:45 service Ann & Jim Berman 
 * Ushers  10:45 service June & Leon Edgemon 
 * Communion Asst. 10:45 service Judy Kruger 
 * Counters  Kari Rench & Barbara Mefford 
 

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 129 



  

 
Calendar of Events for This Week 

 

  Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM 
  Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant 
    - Ladies Bible Study, 12:15 PM 
  Wednesday - Food Pantry, 8:45 AM-1 PM 
    - Service of the Word – noon 
    - Soup & Sandwich supper, 5:30 PM 
    - Choir Rehearsal, 6 PM 

- Lenten Vespers service – 7 PM 
  Thursday  - Quilters, 10 AM 
    - Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM 
    

Next Week’s Scripture Readings Are... 
 

First Reading – Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm – Psalm 31:9-16 

Second Reading – Philippians 2:5-11 

Gospel – Matthew 27:11-54 
 
Mid-Week Altar Guild – June Edgemon 3/29 

Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are… 
 

  8:15 Lector – Jan Austin 
10:45 Lector – Barbara Fail 
 Greeters – Wanda & Art Dodge 
 Ushers – Leroy Polk & Jack O’Donavan 
 Communion Asst. – Barbara Fail 
Counters – Sylvia Negri & Steven Freese  

      (two services)
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

Easter Lilies for the Altar 
 

 Next Sunday is the final day to sign up to sponsor an Easter lily for the altar either in honor of, or 
in memory of, loved ones. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the narthex. The cost for each plant 
is $20.00. You can write a check to Hope Lutheran Church with "lily" on the memo line. 
 

Lenten and Holy Week Services 
 

 Our final midweek Lenten services will be held this Wednesday at noon and 7:00 PM, with supper 
starting at 5:30.  

Holy Week begins next Sunday, Palm and Passion Sunday, with our traditional procession of 
palms (weather permitting). Holy Week services include a Service of the Word for Healing on Wednesday, 
a Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar, and a Tenebrae Service on 
Good Friday with the extinguishing of candles. All evening services will be at 7:00 PM. There will not be 
supper or a noon service on April 1st. 
 

Easter Sunday Celebrations 
 

 Our schedule for Easter Sunday includes festival services of Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:45 
AM. There will be an Easter brunch reception after the 10:45 service in Founders Hall. Members are 
requested to bring a dish to share (casseroles, sandwiches, salads, desserts, etc) for the feast! The church 
will provide ham, green beans, rolls and beverages.  

We will hold our annual Easter Egg Hunt for the children at 9:45 AM outside, weather permitting. 
There will be no Sunday school. 
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