
  

                                 

 

Order of Worship   October 25, 2026 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon 
the earth.   
Amen. 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 
our own hearts.  Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships.  Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  Divisions disrupt your call to 
show genuine love to others.  Turn our hearts back to you.  Restore our world and 
reconcile us to one another.  Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 
the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 
God's work in the world. Amen 

 

Gathering Hymn   Rise, Shine, You People!               ELW 665 
 

Greeting 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with 
you all. And also with you. 

 

Kyrie 
 

 In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord have mercy. 

 Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen 
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This is the Feast 
 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 
of God. 

 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
  Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
           

Let us pray together. O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of 
your people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care 
tenderly for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 [Sit] 
 

Youth Message 
 
Choral Anthem   Built on a Rock                                                      Atlhous 
 

First Lesson Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall 
they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember 
their sin no more. 
 

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  Psalm 46 

 (Congregation speaks together.) 
 

1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam,  
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  



  

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;  
 God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,  
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
 and burns the shields with fire. 
10"Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth." 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

Second Lesson                   Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For 
"no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself 
is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of 
boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we 
hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 
 

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia Verse              [Stand] 
 

 Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Holy Gospel         
 

       The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord 

                                                 

John 8:31-36 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33They 
answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 
do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?"  



  

34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The 
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So 
if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed." 
 

Response: The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to You, O Christ  
[Sit] 

Sermon                                                                 
                  [Stand] 

Hymn of the Day                                   I Love to Tell the Story                         ELW 661 

                                                                                               The Luther Singers 

Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God,  
  the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father.  
  Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation  
      he came down from heaven;  
      by the power of the Holy Spirit  
           he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
      he suffered death and was buried.  
       On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
      he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
      and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.    
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the prophets.  
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
      and the life of the world to come. Amen 



  

Prayers  
 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

 [After each petition, the congregation responds with: Your mercy is great.] 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
    (The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”) 
 
 

Offering [Sit] 

Offertory     [Stand] 
 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be filled with the bread 
of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray together. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 
abundantly.  All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.  Use our 
gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today 
and always.  Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface 
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn.  
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 



  

for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen  

 

Lamb of God 
 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.             [Sit] 
 

Communion  
All are welcome at the Lord's table. 

We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord. 
 

Communion Hymns                              Bread of Life From Heaven               ELW 474 

     The Church’s One Foundation              ELW 654 
     Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word                       ELW 517 
 

Post-Communion Canticle                  [Stand] 
 

 Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done. 
 Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
 He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy 
 With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray together. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with 
mercy and abundant life.  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy 
world.  Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn               A Mighty Fortress is Our God                           ELW 504 
 

Benediction 
 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.   
Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 
Spirit.   
Amen. 



  

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

“The Peace of God” 
 

Whatsoever things are honest,  
  whatsoever things are true, 
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely, 
  think on these things. 
Whatsoever things are wholesome, 
  whatsoever things are good, 
If there be any virtue, be any praise, 
  think on these things. 
And the peace of God  
  that passes all understanding 
Shall keep your hearts,  
  shall keep your minds  
  on Jesus Christ. 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!” 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the NRSV Bible, 

copyright 1989 Div. of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress; and Lutheran  

Book of Worship ©1978 admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB161193. 
Hymns streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-730066. All rights reserved.  “Built on a Rock” Althouse;  

“The Peace of God” words adapted from Philippians 4:7-8 and music by Douglas E. Wagner; © 1983, Harold Flammer Music, a Division of Shawnee 
Press, Inc.; used by permission of CCLI Streaming License #2735566 

 

Today's Heavenly Helpers  
 

 * Assisting Minister   8:15 service  Carol Townsend 
   10:45 service John Hanson 
 * Director of Music Sandy Hunter  
 * Lector   8:15 service John Kilpatrick 
  10:45 service Karen Baker 
 * Greeters  Pam Guenther & Luis Santiago 
 * Ushers   June & Leon Edgemon 
 * Communion Assistant Karen Baker 
 * Counters   Karie Rench & Mike Hoover  
    

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 97 
 
 

  



  

Calendar of Events for This Week 
 

  Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM 
  Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant 
    - Ladies Bible Study, 12:15 
  Wednesday - Food Pantry, 8 AM-1 PM 
    - Choir rehearsal, 6 PM 
  Thursday  - Quilters, 10 AM 
    - Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM 
   
 

 

Next Week’s Scripture Readings Are... 
 

First Reading – Revelation 7:9-17 

Psalm – Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

Second Reading – 1 John 3:1-3 

Gospel – Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are… 
 

  8:15 Lector – Wayne Buehler 
10:45 Lector – Carol Townsend 
 Greeters – Ann & Jim Berman 
 Ushers – Judy & Rudy Kruger 
 Communion Asst. – Carol Townsend 
Counters – TBA 
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Blessing of the Bikes/Christmas Toy Ride 
 

 As in recent years past, our community Christmas gift appeal this year will be held 
throughout October to support our local American Legion Christmas Toy Ride. We're looking for 
unwrapped toys with a minimum price of $10 for boys and girls aged birth to 14 years. Cash gifts 
will be gladly accepted! Make checks to Hope Lutheran Church with "Toy Ride" on the memo 
line. 
 Our Evangelism Team and Men's Group are going to host a Blessing of the Bikes (and 
Bikers) on Saturday, November 7th at 9:30am to kick off the Toy Ride and deliver your gifts to 
prepare for the Legion Christmas party. Please know how much the folks at the Legion 
appreciate your generosity for the sake of the children in our community! Boxes for toys are set 
up in our narthex to receive these gifts. 
 

All Saints Sunday Remembrances  
 

 Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Sunday. There is a sign up form in the narthex for you 
to fill out with names of loved ones that have died in the past year. Those names will be read 
during the service on November 1. You may also call the office with the names if you are unable 
to get your request onto the form. Please have them turned in by October 25th. 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Join us on Sunday, November 22, 2026, as we gather in gratitude and fellowship! We will 

have one worship service at 10:00 AM, followed by a Thanksgiving Dinner in Founder’s Hall.  
Come celebrate the season of Thankfulness with your church family!  More details to follow. 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                        Hope Lutheran Church 
                               Ministering in His Mountains 
 

                   3295 Old Hwy 5 South 
                           Ellijay, GA  30540 

Telephone:  706.636.4673 (HOPE) 
Email:  hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com 
Web site: www.hopeonthehill.church 
   

 Interim Pastor:  Paula Pastor 
Ministers:  The People of Hope Church 

 

"Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming, 
praising, equipping and sending" 


