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From the Pastor… 
 

 Holy Week is just a little over a week away. It’s the week we commemorate our Lord’s 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday, followed by his Last Supper with his 
disciples his arrest on Maundy Thursday, and his trial and death on Good Friday. 
 I said commemorate, because we really can’t say that we celebrate this eventful week in the 
life of Jesus. How do you celebrate such a series of awful events that include his arrest and death on 
the cross? Easter itself however – three days later? We certainly celebrate! I mean, isn’t his 
resurrection from the dead our most joyful event each year?  
 For several years, I struggled with the way we Lutherans put our Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday 
service together. I mean, the service starts out with us commemorating our Lord’s triumphal entry in 
Jerusalem at the beginning of our Holy Week. But then the second half of the service skips right to the 
events of Good Friday with Jesus’ death on the cross. 
 It always felt like whiplash to me – going from Palm Sunday’s “Hosannas” to Good Friday’s 
“Crucify Him” in less than an hour of our worship time together. I was raised in the Catholic Church 
and Palm Sunday? Was reserved for Palm Sunday only. Good Friday was Good Friday! 
 It only occurred to me later on that there is a reason for doing what we do in the Lutheran 
Church. You see, not everybody can make it to church on Good Friday so for them? They go from the 
excitement of Palm Sunday to the miracle of Easter without ever experiencing the great tragedy of 
Friday’s cross! 
 By commemorating Palm/Passion Sunday like we Lutherans do at one service? I think it allows 
us to experience the full sweep of Holy Week’s dramatic events in such a way that then puts the true 
triumph of Easter’s resurrection into its fullest perspective! 
 One other reason – as a pastor – I like how we combine Palm Sunday and Good Friday 
together like we do? It allows me to preach on the death of our Lord each year – something our 
traditional Tenebrae service on Friday doesn’t allow. 
 

 Join us for our Holy Week services: a Service of the Word for Healing on Wednesday; our 
Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion and the Stripping of the Altar; and our somber 
Tenebrae service with scripture and song on Friday. All three services start at 7:00 PM. Also on Friday 
the sanctuary will be open all day for prayer and meditation.  
 Then, celebrate the joy of Easter with Festival Services on Easter morning. Our services are at 
8:15 and 10:45 AM. There will be an Easter egg hunt for the young people at 9:45 (outside, weather 
permitting). We’ll have a donut and coffee reception in the narthex following the early service, and 
after the 10:45 service, we’ll enjoy our traditional Easter Brunch in Founders Hall. The church will 
provide ham, rolls and green beans. If you can bring a salad, casserole or dessert to share the meal will 
be complete! 
 

 Happy Easter! 
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Semi-Annual Report from the Hope Treasurer 

Last fall as we looked toward the 2021-2022 church year the stewardship appeal focused on 
making even stronger strides in paying down Hope's mortgage. As usual the appeal was heard. Here's 
an update on where we are for the first six months of our fiscal year. 

 

September 2021 - February 2022 

 
Actual Budget Difference 

Regular offerings 105,399 100,010 5,389 

Expenses, non-mortgage 105,745 106,052 -307 

Offerings for mortgage payments 14,102 13,494 608 

Offerings for principal payments 93,019 0 93,019 
 
 
 

Through February 28, 2022, regular offerings are $5,389 more than budgeted and expenses 
are $307 less than budgeted. Mortgage offerings which were budgeted to cover the regular payment 
plus $650 extra in principal each month exceed budget by $608 for the 6-month period. Unexpected 
and certainly not budgeted are $93,019 in special offerings to reduce the mortgage principal. Since 
September 1st the total mortgage offerings decreased the mortgage by $103,227 bringing the balance 
to $109,193. 
 Through your generosity, in six months the mortgage balance was cut almost in half and 
interest is down to less than $400 per month! In addition to maintaining a strong home church the 
folks of Hope, with hearts and hands engaged in helping others, have raised or contributed $28,245 
plus countless hours, quilts, diapers, clothing, books and food toward ministries and outreach. 

_________________________ 

 

Ladies of Hope Spring Gathering 
 

 The Ladies of Hope will gather for Food, Fun and Fellowship on 
Saturday, April 23rd in Founders Hall. All ladies and their lady friends are 
invited!  
 The festivities will begin at 11 AM. Food will be provided. Please 
contact Beverly Hiscox with any questions, or to let her know you are 
planning to attend. Call her home phone – 706-698-7282 – and leave a 
message if Bev does not answer right away. 

 

Attention Ladies... 
 

 One more thing: Hope Quilters will be holding a workshop in the near future to make adult 
bibs for residents of the nursing home in Ellijay. No sewing experience is needed! Details will be 
announced soon. 
 

 



3 

 

 

Easter Lilies for the Altar... 
      It is not too late to 
sign up to sponsor an 
Easter lily for the altar 
either in honor of, or in 
memory of, loved ones. 
The cost of each plant 

will be $10.00 this year. You can 
write a check to Hope with “lily” 
on the memo line and put it in the 
offering plate. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
 

 Easter Sunday, April 17th, we will 
observe festival services with Holy Communion 
at 8:15 and 10:45. The choir will lead worship 
both services. 

As is our tradition here at Hope, our 
Youth and Family Ministry will hold an Easter 
egg hunt for our younger members and friends 
at 9:45 AM on Easter morning. Kids, don’t 
forget to bring a bag or a basket with you to 
help as you collect your eggs!  

We will also be having a Brunch 
Reception following the 10:45 service in 
Founders Hall. The church will provide ham, 
rolls and green beans. If you can bring a salad, 
casserole or dessert to share the meal will be 
complete! 

 

 

 

 

 

Remaining 2022 Lenten and Easter Schedule 
 

March 30th 5:00 PM   Vespers 

 Mark 10:46-52 

  Pastor Dave Smedley 
 

April 6th 5:00 PM Vespers 

  John 20:10-18 

  Pastor Dave Smedley 
 
 

April 10th  8:15 AM   Palm/Passion Sunday 

  & 10:45 AM       Procession of palms 
 

 

April 13th 7:00 PM Service of the Word for Healing 

  Mark 1: 29-34 
     

April 14th 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service with  

  Holy Communion/Stripping of the Altar 

 John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 
     

April 15th 7:00 PM Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

 Isaiah 52:13-53:12;  

 John 18:1-19:42 
 

 

April 17th   8:15 AM   Easter Festival Services 

    & 10:45 AM    
 

 

On the Wednesdays of 30th and April 6th, we will  

also celebrate a Service of the Word liturgy at  

noon in the sanctuary. 

 
 

____________________ 
________________ 

 
 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil 
 

 On Good Friday, April 15th, our sanctuary will be 
open to the community all day starting at 10:00 AM. All 
are welcome to take time out of their day on this most 
special of days for quiet meditation or prayer. The 
church will be open for this purpose until 7 PM when 
the Tenebrae service begins. 
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_________________ 

 
APRIL 

CELEBRATIONS 
 
 

 
 

  
         BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Tom Doner 
  1 J.J. Jonason 
  2 Jean Norwillo 
  6 Jim Beno 
  6 Julie Deloney 
  6 Janet Smedley 
  9 Hope Bobak 
12 Mary Anne Rankenburg 
12 Sandy Carlson 
14 Jack O'Donovan 
14 Megan Pollard 
15 Traci Kruger 
20 McKenzie Duncan 
23 Nadine Sease 
27 Micky Northrup 
29 Jim Berman 
30 Chad Pinson 
 

       ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  6 Amy & Steven Freese 
  8 Vicki & Mike Christensen 
15 Sandy & Tom Carlson 

 _________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Community Outreach Team  
 
 Happy Spring! 
 

 The Outreach Team has been busy and enjoying 
getting back to normal. The Diaper Drive was a huge 
success. Thank you to all who donated diapers, supplies 
and money! 
 We continue to keep the closet full at Mountain 
View Elementary School. With warmer weather here they 
need shorts with elastic waist and flip flops, size 6-14, for 
kids ages 5-12. If you prefer to donate money that is also 
very appreciated. Make your check to Hope Lutheran 
Church with "clothes closet" on the memo line. If you have 
any questions please call Carol at 219-331-8632. 
 Our next team meeting is Wednesday, April 20th at 
4:30 PM, before choir. We will be packing over 120 snack 
bags for elderly shut-ins. Everyone is welcome to join in 
the fun! 
 

_____________ 

 
 

Brasstown Ringers Concert 
 

The handbell choir is coming back for a spring concert! 
 

 
 
 

 Mark your calendars now for Friday, evening, May 6th 
and watch the bulletin and email updates for details as the 
day get closer.  
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April Worship Assistants 
 

8:15 Lectors 
 

  3 Sue Marler 
10 John Kilpatrick 
17 Jan Austin 
24 Wayne Buehler 
 
10:45 Lectors        
 

       3 Carole English 
     10 Barbara Bell 
     17 Mary Young 
     24 Rena Ashworth 

10:45 Ushers 
 

  3     Janice Weber & Mary Young  
10    Tom & Carole English 
17    Steven & Amy Freese,  
    LeRoy & Barbara Polk (Greeters) 
24    Rudy & Judy Kruger 
 

10:45 Communion Assistants 
 

  3     Frank Quido 
10   Janice Weber 
17     Julie Deloney & Barbara Fail 
24     Stan Ashworth 
 

Holy Week 
 

  Wednesday Healing Service Ushers: Jim Beno & Mary Young 
      Lector: Jim Beno 
 

  Maundy Thursday  Ushers: Leon & June Edgemon  
      Lector: John Hiscox 
      Communion: Sylvia Negri 
   Stripping of the Altar: Julie Deloney, Sharon Smith, Stan & Rena 
    Ashworth, LeRoy & Barbara Polk 
 

  Good Friday   Ushers: LeRoy & Barbara Polk 
      Lectors: Mary Young & Vicki Christensen 
      Acolyte: Ellen Hancock 
      Cross Bearer: Mark Weber 

 
        Mid-Week Altar Guild 
 

             3-Apr   Ann Buehler 
        10-Apr   Micky Northrup 
        14-Apr   Jim Beno (Maundy Thursday) 
        17-Apr   June Edgemon 
        24-Apr   Ann Buehler 
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The Hope Staff 
 

Church Office 706.636.HOPE (4673) 
 hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com  
 
 

Pastor Dave Smedley 404.226.6833 
 davesmedley@hotmail.com 
 
 

Administrative Asst: Ellen Hancock 706.253.2060 
 eshancock84@gmail.com 
 
 

Choir Director: Sarah Harbin 770.314.7760 
 sarah.p.harbin@gmail.com 

 

Church Pianist: Sandra Hunter 404.729.1244 
smbnotes@aol.com 

 

Custodian: Jeannine Sieck contact the church office 
 
 

Website www.hopeonthehill.church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming, praising, equipping and sending 

 

 

 

Officers & Congregational Council 
 

President Julianne Deloney 
Vice President Wayne Buehler 
Secretary  Charlie Brown 
Treasurer Jan Austin 
Financial Secretary Jack O'Donovan 

 

 

Council Members 
 

Sybille Bassano 
Jim Berman 

Barbara Fail 
Mike Hoover 
Jordan Pinson 

LeRoy Polk 
Mark Weber 
 
 

Please contact any council member if you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns. Council 
meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 PM. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Anchored 
in His 
Word 

 

Ministering 
in His 

Mountains 


