HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Anchored in His Word
3" after Pentecost

Order of Worship June 14, 2026

Words of Welcome

Prelude

Order of Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to generation. Amen

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you and offended one another. We are
worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love you above all else. We store up
treasures for ourselves and turn away from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live
in the freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving us all
our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. Claim the gift of God's mercy: you are freed and
forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Amen

Opening Hymn God is Here! ELW 526

Greeting

Kyrie

From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you.

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen

This is the Feast

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.




This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to
yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the
blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen

[Sit]
Youth Messa ge "Be Wise as Serpents, Innocent as Doves”
Choral Anthem Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning arr. Larson
The Luther Singers
First Lesson Exodus 19:2-8a

The Isrealites had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the
wilderness; Isreal camped there in front of the mountain. 3Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called
to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: *You
have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.
>Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of
all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, %but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy
nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelite's."

’So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that
the LORD had commanded him. 8The people all answered as one: "Everything that the LORD has spoken
we will do."

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 100
(Congregation speaks together.)

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!
2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God's presence with a song.
3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God's people and the sheep of God's pasture.
“Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God's holy name.
5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Second Lesson Romans 5:1-8

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the
glory of God.



3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, “and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not
disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. “Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to
die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse [Stand]

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia!

Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth. Glory to you, O Lord

L—& Matthew 9:35—10:23

$Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 3**When he saw the crowds, he
had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
3Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 3¥therefore ask the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." ®*'Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and
gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.

2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew
the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; *Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the
one who betrayed him.

5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the Gentiles,
and enter no town of the Samaritans, ®but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. ’As you go,
proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. *Take no gold, or
silver, or copper in your belts, °no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers
deserve their food. *Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until
you leave. ?As you enter the house, greet it. 3If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if
it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words,
shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. *Truly | tell you, it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

"See, | am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves. "Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their
synagogues; ®and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them
and the Gentiles. ®When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are
to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; 2°for it is not you who speak, but the
Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

ZBrother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents
and have them put to death; ??and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who



endures to the end will be saved.
B\When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly | tell you, you will not have
gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ

[Sit]
Sermon "Christ Died for the Ungodly"
[Stand]
Hymn of the Day Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669
Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers
Trusting in God's abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.
A brief silence.
[After each petition, the congregation responds with: Hear our prayer.]
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”)
Offering [sit]
Offertory [Stand]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen



Offertory Prayer

Let us pray together. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending
hymn.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

[Sit]
Communion
All are welcome at the Lord's table.
We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord.
Communion Hymns O Living Bread from Heaven ELW 542
In Christ Called to Baptize ELW 575

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ELW 582



Post-Communion Canticle [Stand]

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done.
Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray together. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at
your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858

Benediction

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant
you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen

“The Peace of God”

Whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are true,
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely,
think on these things.
Whatsoever things are wholesome,
whatsoever things are good,
If there be any virtue, be any praise,
think on these things.
And the peace of God
that passes all understanding
Shall keep your hearts,
shall keep your minds
on Jesus Christ.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!”
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Today's Heavenly Helpers

* Assisting Minister  8:15 service

10:45 service John Hanson

* Director of Music Sandy Hunter
* Lector 8:15 service Sue Marler
10:45 service Mike Hoover

* Greeters  10:45 service Maureen & Ted Grener
* Ushers 10:45 service Amy & Steven Freese
* Communion Assistant 10:45 service Mike Hoover
* Counters Barbara Mefford & Karen Baker

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 107

Calendar of Events for This Week

Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM

Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant
- Ladies Bible Study, 12:15

Wednesday - Food Pantry, 8 AM-1 PM
- Choir rehearsal, 6 PM

Thursday - Quilters, 10 AM
- Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM

Next Week’s Scripture Readings Are... Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are...

First Reading — Jeremiah 20:7-13 8:15  Lector -Duane Northrup

Psalm — Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18 10:45 Lector -Aaron Engles

Second Reading — Romans 6:1b-11 Greeters -Wanda & Art Dodge

Gospel — Matthew 10:24-39 Ushers — Mike Hoover & Jack O’Donavan

Communion Asst -Aaron Engles

Mid-Week Altar Guild — Doris Goplin 6/21 Counters -Sylvia Negri & Steven Freese

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Father’s Day Chili Cook-off

Father’s Day is next Sunday, June 21%, this year and we will have a Chili Cook-off at the church
downstairs in Founders Hall following the late service. The church will provide cornbread and beverages.
Church members are asked to bring salads and desserts. We’re looking for at least eight fearless souls to
bring their “special” homemade chili to enter into competition. We’ll have prizes and “professional
judges” to help pick our winners!

Eight fearless chefs have stepped forward to bring chili and be in the contest. Yay!



Time & Talent Offering

At the end of each service next Sunday, June 21%, a Time & Talent offering will be taken up. You'll
be asked to take a moment at the end of the service to fill out an up-dated Time & Talent folder and
bring it to the basket on the altar as your benediction before you leave.

Hope Lutheran Church

Ministering in His Mountains

3295 Old Hwy 5 South

Ellijay, GA 30540

Telephone: 706.636.4673 (HOPE)
Email: hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com
Web site: www.hopeonthehill.church

Pastor: Rev. David Smedley
Ministers: The People of Hope Church

"Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming,
praising, equipping and sending"



