HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Anchored in His Word
2"4 Sunday of Easter

Order of Worship April 12, 2026
Words of Welcome
Prelude

Order of Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

People of God: Christ is alive, and death has lost its power. Through the waters of baptism you
have been born anew by the living word of God. Know that your sins are forgiven in + Jesus'
name and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you both now and forever. Amen

Opening Hymn Come, You Faithful Raise the Strain ELW 363

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

Kyrie

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen

Glory to God

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father: we worship you and we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.




Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One; you alone are the Lord;

you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of
your risen Son. By your Spirit's breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the
body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
[Sit]

Youth Message "A Surprise Visitor”

Choral Anthem Now The Green Blade Riseth Medieval French Carol/John Carter
The Luther Singers

First Lesson Acts 2:14a, 22-32

l4apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ?>"You that are Israelites,
listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and
signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you according to
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. #*But
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 2°For
David says concerning him, 'l saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
stherefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. ?’For you will not
abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 22You have made known to me the ways of
life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence. °Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3°Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 3'Foreseeing
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 'He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh
experience corruption.' 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses."

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 16
(Congregation speaks together.)

IProtect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the LORD,
"You are my Lord, my good above all other."
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4l will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
50 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.



6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have a rich inheritance.
7] will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
8] have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
1%For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
1You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Second Lesson 1 Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “and into an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to
suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable,
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy, °for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse [Stand]

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia!

Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord

~

John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with
you." ZAfter he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 2YJesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you." 2?When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. ?°So the
other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless | see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe."

267 week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 2’Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger



here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 2Thomas answered
him, "My Lord and my God!" *Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

3'Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 3!But
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ
[Sit]
Sermon "A Room with Locked Doors"
[Stand]

Hymn of the Day We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight ELW 635

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.
[After each petition, the congregation responds with: Your mercy is great.]

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ's resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and
eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”)

Offering [sit]



Offertory [Stand]

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be filled with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray together. Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for
these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring
of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary . . .(Here the minister continues with the preface
appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join
their unending hymn.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. [Sit]

Communion
All are welcome at the Lord's table.
We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord.



Communion Hymns I Come with Joy ELW 482

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ELW 384
The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done ELW 366
Post-Communion Canticle [Stand]

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done.
Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray together. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your
word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your
love and serve the world in Jesus' name. Amen

Hymn Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389

Benediction

The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation. Amen.

“The Peace of God”

Whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are true,
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely,
think on these things.
Whatsoever things are wholesome,
whatsoever things are good,
If there be any virtue, be any praise,
think on these things.
And the peace of God
that passes all understanding
Shall keep your hearts,
shall keep your minds
on Jesus Christ.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!”

k k% 3k %k 3k k 3k Xk

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the NRSV Bible,



copyright 1989 Div. of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress; and Lutheran
Book of Worship ©1978 admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB161193.
Hymns streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-730066. All rights reserved. “Now The Green Blade Riseth”, Medieval French Carol/John Carter, ©1989 by
Hope Publishing Co.; “The Peace of God” words adapted from Philippians 4:7-8 and music by Douglas E. Wagner; © 1983, Harold Flammer Music, a
Division of Shawnee Press, Inc.; used by permission of CCLI Streaming License #2735566

Today's Heavenly Helpers

* Assisting Minister  8:15 service Carol Townsend
10:45 service John Hanson

* Director of Music Sandy Hunter
* Lector 8:15 service John Kilpatrick
10:45 service Aaron Engles

* Greeters  10:45 service Maureen & Ted Grener
* Ushers 10:45 service Mike Hoover & Jack O’Donovan
* Communion Assistant 10:45 service Aaron Engles
* Counters Mary Leyden & Karen Baker

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 228

Calendar of Events for This Week

Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM

Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant
- Apple Country Quilt Guild (2" Tuesday) — 10:30 AM
- Ladies Bible Study, 12:15

Wednesday - Food Pantry, 8:45 AM-1 PM
- Choir rehearsal, 6 PM

Thursday - Quilters, 10 AM
- Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM

Saturday - Ladies Luncheon, 11:30 AM
Next Week's Scripture Readings Are... Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are...
First Lesson — Acts 2:14a, 36-41 8:15 Lector — Sue Marler
Psalm — Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 10:45 Lector — Mike Hoover
Second Lesson — 1 Peter 1:17-23 Greeters — Wanda & Art Dodge
Gospel — Luke 24:13-35 Ushers — Amy & Steven Freese

Communion Asst. — Mike Hoover
Mid-Week Altar Guild — June Edgemon 4/19 Counters — Kari Rench & Steven Freese




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ladies Gathering — High Tea

The ladies of Hope next gathering will be Saturday, April 25" at 2 pm downstairs in the Founders
Hall. We will be having a high tea. This will be an opportunity for you to wear your hat/fascinator again if
you wish. There will be finger foods and desserts with, of course, tea. Tables will be set and decorated
for the occasion. RSVP to Bev Hiscox (The Queen) @ 478-714-7282

Hope Lutheran Church

Ministering in His Mountains

3295 Old Hwy 5 South

Ellijay, GA 30540

Telephone: 706.636.4673 (HOPE)
Email: hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com
Web site: www.hopeonthehill.church

Pastor: Rev. David Smedley
Ministers: The People of Hope Church

"Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming,
praising, equipping and sending"



