e HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

R 7)) Anchored in His Word
INZ 1 21% Sunday after Pentecost

Order of Worship October 18, 2026
Words of Welcome

Prelude

Order of Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.
Amen

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as
your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Gathering Hymn O Jesus, | Have Promised ELW 810

Greeting

Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and
peace be with you all. And also with you.
Kyrie
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.




Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

Glory to God

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father: we worship you and we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of
the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One; you alone are the Lord; you
alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen

Prayer of the Day

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let

us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
[Sit]

Youth Message

Choral Anthem All Things Joseph M. Martin
The Luther Singers

First Lesson Isaiah 45:1-7

! Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand | have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
21 will go before you
and level the mountains;
| will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;
31 will give you the treasures of darkness



and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
* For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
| call you by your name;
| give you a title, though you do not know me.
>| am the Lord, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
| arm you, though you do not know me,
®so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
| am the Lord, and there is no other.
71 form light and create darkness,
| make weal and create woe;
| the Lord do all these things.

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm

(Congregation speaks together.)

1Sing to the LORD a new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth.

2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God's salvation from day to day.
3Declare God's glory among the nations

and God's wonders among all peoples.

“For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

>As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.
®Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
’Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
SWorship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.

Psalm 96:1-9



Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. * For we know,
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, > because our
message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we
proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you became imitators of us and of the
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy
Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. & For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so
that we have no need to speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a
living and true God °and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

Response: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse [Stand]

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia!

Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. Glory
to you, O Lord

G

Matthew 22:15-22

15The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 1 So
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and
show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 1’ Tell us,
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”



18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? 1° Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. 2°Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” ! They
answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 2> When they heard this,
they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

Response: The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ

[sit]

Sermon
[Stand]

Hymn of the Day O Jesus, | Have Promised ELW 810

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church
and the world.

A brief silence.

[After each petition, the congregation responds with: Hear our prayer.]



Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(The congregation is asked to greet one another with the words of Christ: “Peace be with you.”)

Offering [sit]
Offertory [Stand]

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be filled
with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we
offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to
come.

Offertory Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our
gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . .. (Here the minister continues with
the preface appropriate to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your
name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.



Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
[sit]

Communion
All are welcome at the Lord's table.
We’re nourished together by the body and blood of our Lord.
Communion Hymns By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469
We Give Thee but Thine Own ELW 686
Lord, Be Glorified ELW 744
Post-Communion Canticle [Stand]

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ry one what he has done.
Let ev'ry one who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray together. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish
us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to
serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and
love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen



Sending Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy ELW 413
Benediction

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever.
Amen.

“The Peace of God”

Whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are true,
Whatsoever things are pure and lovely,
think on these things.
Whatsoever things are wholesome,
whatsoever things are good,
If there be any virtue, be any praise,
think on these things.
And the peace of God
that passes all understanding
Shall keep your hearts,
shall keep your minds
on Jesus Christ.

Dismissal

Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Our worship is ended; our service and our witness continue!”
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Serving Today

* Assisting Minister ~ 8:15 service Carol Townsend

10:45 service John Hanson
* Director of Music Sandy Hunter
* Lector 8:15 service Duane Northrup

10:45 service Mike Hoover
* Greeters 10:45 service Art & Wanda Dodge
* Ushers 10:45 service Amy & Steven Freese
* Communion Asst. 10:45 service Mike Hoover
* Counters Sylvia Negri & Steven Freese

Last week’s attendance, in person and streaming: 0 Inclement weather

Calendar of Events for This Week

Monday - Knitting & Crochet ministry, 2 PM

Tuesday - Men's Bible Study/Ellijay, 9 AM, Mike's Restaurant
- Ladies Bible Study, 12:15

Wednesday - Food Pantry, 10 AM-12:30 PM
- Choir rehearsal, 6 PM

Thursday - Quilters, 10 AM
- Co-ed Bible Study, 2 PM

Saturday - OctoberFest, 11 AM -4 PM
Next Week’s Scripture Readings Are... Next Week’s Worship Assistants Are...
First Reading — Jeremiah 31:31-34 8:15 Lector- John Kilpatrick
Psalm — Psalm 46 10:45 Lector - Karen Baker
Second Reading — Romans 3:19-28 Greeters — Pam Guenther & Luis Santiago
Gospel —John 8:31-36 Ushers —June & Leon Edgemon

Communion Asst. — Karen Baker
Mid-Week Altar Guild — Micky Northrup 10/25 Counters — Karie Rench & Mike Hoover
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Christmas Toy Appeal and Bike Blessing

As in recent years past, our community Christmas gift appeal this year will be
held throughout October to support our local American Legion Christmas Toy Ride.
We're looking for unwrapped toys with a minimum price of $10 for boys and girls
aged birth to 14 years. Cash gifts will be gladly accepted! Make checks to Hope
Lutheran Church with "Toy Ride" on the memo line.

Our Evangelism Team and Men's Group are going to host a Blessing of the
Bikes (and Bikers) on Saturday, November 7% at 9:30am to kick off the Toy Ride and
deliver your gifts to prepare for the Legion Christmas party. Please know how much
the folks at the Legion appreciate your generosity for the sake of the children in
our community! Boxes for toys are set up in our narthex to receive these gifts.



Octoberfest 2026

OctoberFest 2026 will be Saturday, October 24", between the hours of 11
AM and 2 PM. We’ll have German brat plates and barbecue plates available for
512 per plate (56 for children and youth). And, of course, we’ll have our wonderful
craft bazaar — perfect for getting a head start on Christmas! There will also be a
bake sale. Then at the end of the day we’ll have a drawing for raffle ticket winners.

Plan to join us on the 24™ and invite your neighbors and friends! There will
be an announcement in the local paper but the very best advertising is word-of-
mouth.

OctoberFest Raffle Tickets

Carol Townsend and Amy Freese will be selling raffle tickets after church this
Sunday, October 18 in the back of the Sancuary. Be sure to stop by and purchase
your tickets for a chance to win one of these fantastic prizes!

Raffle Prizes Include:

USA 250th Birthday Quilt

Knitted or Crocheted Item of Your Choice

Four Rounds of Golf at Whitepath Golf Course ($260 value)

Three Ronnie Thompson Ford "The Works" Gift Certificates ($70 each)
VIP Winery Tour for Two at Roo Winery ($130 value)

Gift Certificates from Big Bear Bar & Grill, Cantaberry, and Back Porch Bistro
Gift Certificate for El Ray Cantina by McDonalds ($50)

Gift Basket from Applejay Distillery & Main Street Antiques

Gift Basket from Green Willow Soap

Two Tickets to Gilmer Arts

Oktoberfest Bake Sale — October 24!

Just a friendly reminder that our Oktoberfest Bake Sale is coming up on
Saturday, October 24! We welcome donations of all kinds of baked goodies. Please
bring your baked goods to the church on Friday, October 23, or Saturday, October
24, before 11:00 AM. Thank you for helping make our bake sale a sweet success!

Reformation Sunday

Next Sunday, October 25, is Reformation Sunday. Please wear something red
if you have it!



All Saints Sunday Remembrances

Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Sunday. There is a sign up form in the
narthex for you to fill out with names of loved ones that have died in the past year.
Those names will be read during the service on November 1. You may also call the
office with the names if you are unable to get your request onto the form. Please
have them turned in by October 25th.

Hope Lutheran Church

Ministering in His Mountains

3295 Old Hwy 5 South

Ellijay, GA 30540

Telephone: 706.636.4673 (HOPE)
Email: hope.elca.ellijay@gmail.com
Web site: www.hopeonthehill.church

Interim Pastor: Paula Smith
Ministers: The People of Hope Church

"Making Christ known through reaching, welcoming,
praising, equipping and sending"



